Regular December Aldermen Meeting


December 5, 2016



7:00 P.M.

Randy Beason, Mayor, called the regular December aldermen meeting to order.  The following officers were present or absent as indicated:






Present/Absent




Present/Absent

Randy Beason, Mayor


Present


Ron Cross, Alderman


Present
Roger Florea, Alderman

Present


Kelly Morrison, Alderman

Present
Allan Thompson, Alderman

Present


Deandra O’Riley, City Clerk

Present
Also present: Jack Baldwin, Chief Operator; Nathan Baldwin, Operator; Kathryn Rice with Nodaway News Leader; and, Mike & Shelley Combs, residents.
The minutes of the Regular November 2016 Aldermen Meeting were presented.   Kelley Morrison moved that minutes be approved as written.  Allan Thompson seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea - Yes; No Votes – 0.

The expenses were presented.  Ron Cross moved that expenses be approved as presented.  Kelley Morrison seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea – Yes; No Votes – 0.
Mayor, Randy Beason opened the floor to Mike & Shelley Combs to address the Board.  Mike stated that they were interested in the property located at 205 N 1st Street.  Currently there is a lien on the property that the City has placed for back water/sewer fees.  The current pay off amount is $1,874.93.  The sewer was capped off in October after smoke testing was done and it was found that the sewer line was broken on the property.  Mike Combs indicated that they would like the City to work with them on the amount due by reducing the amount owed.    A motion was made to table the matter until a later time for discussion by Kelly Morrison.  Motion was seconded by Allan Thompson.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea - Yes; No Votes – 0.

Delinquent water accounts were discussed.  The property owner of 305 N 7th requested leniency on the water leak amount that occurred after owners had moved out of the property.  Discussion concluded on this matter and it was decided that the water did in fact go down the sewer so the full amount of the water/sewer bill is due.  The City Clerk indicated that the owners are already on a payment plan for the amount due.
Discussion was held in connection with property at 101 E Caroline Street that is also on the delinquent list with an amount due of $1,302.38 in water/sewer.  The property had a water leak and water was shut off and leak never fixed.  This occurred in 2011.  It was decided to have City Clerk write a letter indicating the current amount owed and offer a payment plan to resolve within 30 days or sewer will be dug up and capped off.  The City Clerk is to make the owners aware that all properties must be hooked to City sewer and no alternative options are available to them.

Discussion was held in connection with properties located at 108 N 9th, 202 S 5th and 103 E Warren.  No payment has been made since May 2016.  It was decided that the City Clerk is to write a letter to Patsy Gray requesting payment or if sewer should be dug up and capped off.

MO LAGERS reviewed.  It was decided to keep current elections.  The Employer rate increased to 7.50% while employee rate remains at 4%.

Discussion was held in connection with the proposed budget.  The City Clerk is to have a detailed proposed budget at the next meeting in January.

Municipal election will be held April 4, 2017 for the purpose of electing the following town officials:

Mayor, 2 year term; 1 North Ward Alderman, 2 year term; 1 South Ward Alderman, 2 year term.  Anyone desiring to be a candidate should file their “Declaration of Candidacy” with the current council between December 13, 2016 and January 17, 2017.  A copy of a “Declaration of Candidacy” may be obtained from the City Clerk at City Hall at 124 N Third Street, Hopkins, Missouri.

Shelley Combs requested to address the Board again.  Permission was granted by Mayor Beason.  Shelley indicated that their intention was to clean up the property at 205 N 1st Street.  They would appreciate the City working with them if at all possible.

Mike & Shelly Combs excused themselves from the meeting at this time.

A motion was made by Ron Cross to move into closed session to discuss employee issues.  Motion was seconded by Kelley Morrison.  Roll call vote was taken:  Ron Cross – Yes; Roger Florea – Yes; Kelley Morrison – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes.

After closed session was complete Ron Cross made a motion that the City employees receive a raise of 3% for 2017 calendar year and that the City Clerk be paid a bonus of $15.00 per hour for 15 hours to compensate her on the extra time on the website work.  Motion was seconded by Kelly Morrison.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea - Yes; No Votes – 0.

Kelly Morrison made a motion that the Board of Aldermen members and the Mayor receive a raise of $20.00 per month which would bring them to a wage of $25.00 per month to become effective once each Alderman and Mayor’s new term commences per law.  Ron Cross seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea – Yes; No Votes – 0.

Discussion was held in connection with the lien that the City has on property located at 205 N 1st Street.  It was decided that the amount of the lien would not be reduced and that the City would not accept a payment plan.  The City Clerk is to write a letter to the owners of the property explaining the City’s decision on the matter.

Ron Cross made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Allan Thompson seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea – Yes; No Votes – 0.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Deandra K. O’Riley, Clerk


Randy Beason, Mayor

CLOSED MEETING MINUTES DECEMBER 5, 2016

Discussion was held in connection with employee payroll.  Rates of increase discussed included 2 % and 3%.  Also, discussion was held with the City Clerk’s extra time that was spent on setting up City’s website.  She had additional 15 hours.  $15.00 per hour was discussed to reimburse her for the extra time.

Discussion was held in connection with the Aldermen pay.  Currently the Aldermen received $5.00 per month.  It was suggested by Kelly Morrison that the Aldermen be paid $25.00 per month.  

Ron Cross made a motion to adjourn the closed meeting.  Allan Thompson seconded the motion.  Votes:  Ron Cross – Yes; Allan Thompson – Yes; Kelly Morrison – Yes; Roger Florea – Yes; No Votes – 0.

